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“Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and 

meaningful involvement of all people regardless of 

race, color, national origin, or income with respect to 

the development, implementation, and enforcement 

of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”  
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Source: http://www3.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ 
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Areas where individuals and communities do not 
have access to affordable wastewater solutions 
that are fully protective of public health and the 
environment. 
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Food Deserts in the US 
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Wastewater Islands 
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Low Income 

10 



Less Education 
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Municipal WWTP in Virginia 
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• Air pollution 

• Traffic proximity and volume 

• Lead paint indicator 

• Proximity to waste and hazardous chemical facilities or 

sites 

o National Priorities List (NPL) sites.  

o Risk Management Plan (RMP) Facilities.  

o Hazardous waste Treatment, Storage and Disposal 

Facilities (TSDFs).  

o National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permitted major direct dischargers to water.  
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$3,349,280,000, 
99.9% 

$3,000,000,  
0.1% 

Funding for Wastewater  

Projects in Virginia 

Centralized Sewerage

Onsite Sewage Systems
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Exceptions 

Variances 

Waivers 



VDH NFWF Grant 

• Assist owner with waiver systems. 

• Expanded to assist owner eligible for waivers. 

• $335,000+. 

• 47 projects. 
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Get Communities Involved 

• University of Minnesota Guide 

• VDH Health Equity Project 

– Identified more than 175 communities. 

– Three communities selected. 

– Worked with communities to gain support for 

project. 

• Catlett-Calverton 
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“EPA has this goal [Environmental 

Justice] for all communities and persons 

across this Nation.  It will be achieved 

when everyone enjoys the same degree of 

protection from environmental and health 

hazards and equal access to the decision-

making process to have a healthy 

environment in which to live, learn, and 

work.” 
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Wastewater Islands 
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